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SUBJECT: FRENCH VIEWS ON SPAIN 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL ON ME MARCH 3 NEW FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
DENIAU TOLD ME THAT HIS INSTRUCTIONS WERE TO PLACE HIMSELF 
AT DISPOSITION OF SPANISH TO BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE. 

HE DID NOT INTEND TO PRESS THE SPANISH AND HE RECOGNIZED THAT 
THEY WERE NOT TOO RESPONSIVE TO OUTSIDE ADVISE. HE INDICATED 
THAT THE FRENCH FOREIGN OFFICE BELIEVED THAT THE SPANISH WERE 
MOVING TOO SLOWLY ON THEIR REFORM PROGRAM AND THAT IF THEY 
DID NOT STEP UP THE MOMENTUM THERE WOULD BE TROUBLE NOT 
ONLY WITHIN SPAIN BUT ALSO FROM OTHER EUROPEANS. HE ALSO 
SAID THAT SOME GROUPS IN PARIS WERE CONCERNED THAT THE KING 
WAS TOO FAR REMOVED FROM THE POLITICAL PROCESS. DENIAU 
SAID THAT HIS OWN BELIEF WAS THAT THE SPANISH SHOULD BE 
ENCOURAGED NOT TO MOVE OVERLY FAST BUT RATHER TO SET A 
PROGRAM AND THEN MOVE FORWARD AT A REGULAR ALBEIT, 
DELIBERATE PACE. HE THOUGH IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT 
THAT THERE BE CLEAR PROOF OF REFORM PROGRESS NO LATER 
THAN THE END OF THE SUMMER. 

2. 1 TOLD DENIAU THAT OUR POSITION WHICH HAS BEEN 
CLEARLY SET FORTH TO THE SPANISH WAS THAT WHATEVER 
PROGRAM WAS DEVELOPED MUST BE A SPANISH ONE THAT WE 
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THERE SHOULD BE GRADUAL BUT SUSTAINED PROGRESS AND WE 
THOUGH IT WAS A MISTAKE FOR THE EUROPEANS TO PUSH THE 
SPANISH TOO HARD AND TOO FAST SINCE IT HAD TO BE RE- 
MEMBERED THAT ON EMERGING FROM 39 YEARS OF PERSONAL 
RULE THE SYSTEM COULD BOT TOLERATE ABRUPT OR RADICAL 
CHANGES. I SAID THAT IT WAS MY VIEW THAT THE KING DID 
WELL NOT TO ENGAGE HIMSELF IN THE POLITICAL DEYAILS BUT 
RATHER WORK BEHIND THE SCENES IN HELPING TO MAINTIAN A 
CERTAIN MOMENTUM IN THE REFORM PROGRAM. I ADDED THAT 
BASED ON WHAT DENIAU HAD SAID I THOUGH THE FRENCH AND 
US POSITIONS WERE CLOSE. 

3. DENIAU SAID THAT FROM HIS CONTACTS WITH THE EC 
IN BRUSSELS HE BELEIVED THAT THE QUESTION OF HOW 

THE SPANISH HANDLED THE TRADE UNION PROBLEM WOULD BE A 
KEY ONE. THERE WERE ALREADY GRUMBLINGS ABOUT THIS AND 
HE PERSONALLY SAW SPANISH MEMBERSHIP IN THE EC A LONG 
WAY OFF. 

4. ASKED ABOUT A POSSIBLE VISIT BY THE KING TO FRANCE, 

DENIAU ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THERE WAS AGREEMENT IN PRINICPLE 
BUT SAID THAT NO DATE HAD YET BEEN SET. HOWEVER HE 

HINTED THAT DATES IN JUNE WERE BEING CONSIDERED. (THIS 
WOULD ACCORD WITH WHAT AREILZA TOLD ME A FEW DAYS AGO 
THAT KING MIGHT GO TO FRANCE FOLLOWING HIS VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES.) 
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